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STRUCTURE FIRE

FINAL GAME

An unoccupied home on 8th Street was damaged
in a structure fire Thursday morning.

The Eastern football team will
host No. 2 5 Austin Peay Sunday
in th e season's final game.
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"TELL THE TRUTH AND DON'T BE AFRAID "

COVID-19

Bonding over bags

vaccinations
available for
free Friday,
Saturday
By Corryn Brock
News Editor I@corryn_brock
Free vaccinations for COVID-19 will be given out Friday and Saturday at Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center.
Appointments are available from 9 a.m. to
5:15 p.m. on both days.
Those 18 and old who live or work in Coles
County are eligible to receive the vaccination.
The vaccine provided will be the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine.
The vaccines will be administered in the
Lumpkin Family Center for Health Education
on the north side of rhe Health Center. Registration can be done at bit.ly/ColesVaccineClinic.
Those getting the vaccine are asked to do the
following before their ap pointment:
• Be wearing a mask
• Have an Illinois State ID or driver's license
on hand
• Have a scheduled appointment
• Fill out the required forms for each person
receiving vaccination

VACCINES, page 3
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Katie Alexander (left), a junior political science major, and Francesco Romano (right), a junior computer science major, play a game of
bags Thursday evening. Student Government's Internal Affairs Committee held a field day Thursday where student government members could bond with activities such as tug of war, sack races and egg-spoon races.
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RSO allowing students

to express their creativity

By Kyara Morales-Rodriguez
Campus Reporter I@DEN_news
Voices in Progress: U ntold Truths, is a new
RSO that says it will help students express
themselves through writing or any other creative format.
The Student Governm ent approved the RSO
March 31 with an emergency bill. The organization will focus mainly on hosting open mic
nights and other similar events where students
can share their poetty or other creative works.
One of the goals of the organization is to
help students work on their confidence performing or reading in front of a crowd. Voices
in Progress will also help students work on their
writing skills.
Charity Abner, a junior psychology student,
is the president of Voices in Progress. She said
she wanted to form this RSO because during
her time at Eastern, she has seen RSOs such as
Black Student Union host open mic nights.
During the Student Government meeting
Abner said she sees the o rganization helping in
many ways.
"This event can he! p us become more involved with each other. We can encourage each
other. We can work on our writing skills," said
Abner on March 31. "I plan to make this a safe
space. A lot of students want to be in a safe
space when they express their selves. Especially
in times when we're going through a lot."
She thought that an RSO specifically focused
on poetry could bring more opportunities for
students to participate in open mic nights.

CORRYN BROCK I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Fredo High, a sophomore b usiness major, performs at an open mic event hosted by Voices in
Progress on March 29.

"Hosting more poetry club evenrs can help
students express themselves and become more
connected socially," Abner said.
The organization will be a very social one, focusing on getting students involved and helping
them find a community where students can encourage one another.
"We want our fellow students to have opportunities to express t hemselves and encourage other students to do the samo," Abner said.

"We believe this will help create unity among
the students and help bring out our creativity
as well."
Antonise Myles, a freshman psychology student, is the organization's vice-president. This
being her first year at Eastern, she was looking
for RSOs that she would be interested in.
When she heard that Eastern would potentially be having a poetry club, she knew she
wanted to be involved in the creation of it.

"Since I have years of experience with writing poetry, I knew I could benefit from this
RSO while also helping others," Myles said.
She said that she wants Voices in Progress to
be a safe space for all students, and that reflects
in the name chosen for the organization.
"We want students who join to feel they arc
in a safe space and feel that their voices can be
heard, which is why I came up with the name,"
Myles said. "We believe this will help create
unity among the students and help bring out
our creativity as well."
They believe that a safe space for students is
especially important during these tough times
when students arc going through a lot of struggles.
Myles and Abner came up with the idea for
the organization in the beginning of the Spring
2021 semester and had been working toward
getting it approved since then.
"We got together and decided that as a team
we could create events that can help students
become more creative and social," Abner said.
The organization plans to meet every other
Wednesday from 5 to 6 p.m. in the upcoming
semester.
The organization also plans to host both inperson and online events to help students with
their poetry.
"We have a lot of things in store and we can't
wait to share them with the campus!" Myles
said.
Kyara Morales-Rodriguez can be reached at
581-2812 or knmoralesrodriguez@eiu.edu.
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WASHINGTON (AP) - President
Joe Biden put on a mod~t White House
ceremony Thrnsday to announce a halfdmen executive actions to combat what
he called an "epidemic and an international embarrassment" of gun violence
in America.
But he said much more is needed.
And for Biden, who proposed the most
ambitious gun-control agenda of any
modern presidential candidate, his limited mov~ underscored his limited power to act alone on guns with difficult politics impeding legislative action on Capitol Hill.
Biden's new steps include a move to
crack down on "ghost guns,» homemade
firemns that lack serial numbers used to
trace them and are often purchased without a background check. He's also moving to tighten regulations on pistol-stabilizing braces like the one used in Boulder, Colorado, in a shooting last month
thatleft IO dead.
The president's actions delivered on a
pledge he made last month to take what
he termed immediate "common-sense
steps" to address gun violence, after a series of mass shootings drew renewed attention to the issue. His announcement
came the same day as yet another episode, this one in South Carolina, where
five people were killed.
But his orders stop well short of some

of his biggest campaign-trail proposals,
including his promise to ban the importation of assault weapons, his embrace of
a voluntary gun buyback program and a
pledge to provide resources for the Justice Department and FBI to better enforce the nation's current gun laws and
track firearms.
And while gun control advocates
lauded Thursday's moves as a strong first
step in combating gun violence, they,
too, acknowledged that action from
lawmakers on Capitol Hill is needed to
make lasting change.
"Some of the other big-ticket items
are legislative," said Josh Horowitz, executive director of the Coalition to Stop
Gun Violence. "And that's going to be
vety difficult."
Biden mentioned a formidable list of
priorities he'd like to see Congress tackle,
including passing the Violence Against
Women Act, eliminating lawsuit exemptions for gun manufacturers and banning assault weapons and high capacity magazines. He also called on the Senate to take up House-passed measures to
close background check loopholes.
But with an evenly-divided Senate and any gun control legislation requiring
60 votes to pass - Democrats would
have to keep every member of their narrow majority on board while somehow
adding 10 Republicans.

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) - George
Floyd died of a lack of oxygen from
being pinne~ to the pav~ment with
a knee on his neck, medical experts
testified at former Officer Derck
Chauvin's murder trial Thursday, emphatically rejecting the defense theory
that Floyd's drug use and underlying
health problems killed him.
"A healthy person subjected to
what Mr. Floyd was subjected to
would have died," said prosecution
witness Dr. Martin Tobin, a lung and
critical care specialist at the Edward
Hines Jr. VA Hospital and Loyola
University's medical school in Illinois.
Using easy-to-understand language
to explain medical concepts and even

loosening his necktie to illustrate a
point, Tobin told the jury that Floyd's
bre_athing W~S severely constric~ed
while Chauvin and two other Mmneapolis officers held the 46-year-old
Black man down on his stomach last
May with his hands cuffed behind
him and his face jammed against the
ground.
The lack of oxygen resulted in
brain damage and caused his heart to
stop, the witness said.
Tobin, analyzing images of the
three officers restraining Floyd for
what prosecutors say was almost 9 1/2
minutes, testified that Chauvin's knee
was "virtually on the neck" more than
90% of the time.

1 dead, 5 injured in

wake of Texas cabinet
plant shooting
BRYAN, Texas (AP)-One person
was killed and five others were wounded Thursday in the wake of a shooting
at a cabinet-making business in Bryan, Texas, that resulted in a manhunt
and eventual capture of a male suspect
who also shot a state trooper, authorities said.
Bryan Police Chief Eric Buske told
reporters he believes the shooting sus-

pect is an employee at the Kent Moore
Cabinets location where the shooting
happened about 2:30 p.m. inside plant
bays where employees make cabinets.
The gunman apparently acted alone
using a handgun, but a motive for the
shooting was not immediately clear,
Buske said, He said the suspect, who
has not been identified, was gone by
the time officers arrived.
~
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AdamTumino
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SUBMITTED PHOTO

Firefighters work to extinguish a structure fire on 8th Street early Thursday
morning.

Unoccupied home
damaged in fire
By Corryn Brock
News Editor I@(orryn_brock
The Charleston Fire Department responded to a structure fire
at 2205 8th Street Thursday morning.
The home was under renovation
and unoccupied at the time of the
fire.
When CFD arrived on the scene
they found a large amount of fire
coming from the two-story house.
The fire was coming from the roof.
The amount of fire caused the
firefighters to need to use the ladder truck to fight the fire. Once
the fire was mostly put out fire-

fighters could then enter the structure to put out remaining hot
spots, according to a CFD press
release.
The fire appears to have starred
on the second floor.
The home sustained heavy fire
and water damages. The fire is currently under investigation.
CFD was assisted Thursday
morning by the Mattoon Fire Department, Charleston Police Department, City of Charleston
Building Dept. Coles-Moultrie
County 911 and Ameren CIPS.

Corryn Brock can be reached at 5812812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu.
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• Do not arrive more than 15
minutes before your appointment
to promote social distancing
• Have your QR code printed or
readily accessible on your phone
Students who do not have transportation available to them can
use a university provided bus/van
that will be leaving from the University Police Department and operating on a loop to and from Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center.
Possible side effects of the vaccine include pain, redness and
swelling near the injection site
and tiredness, headache, muscle pain, chills, fever and nausea
throughout the body, according to
the Center for Disease Control.
The Johnson & Johnson vaccine
is 66.3% effective. Comparatively,
the Pfizer vaccine is 95% effective
and the Modcrna vaccine is 94.1 %
effective.
According to the CDC:
• "The vaccine had high efficacy
at preventing hospitalization and
death in people who did get sick."
•"Noone who got COVID-19
at least 4 weeks after receiving
the J&J/Jansscn vaccine had to be
hospitalized."
• "Early evidence suggests that
the J &J /Janssen vaccine might
provide protection against asymptomatic infection, which is when a
person is infected by the virus that
causes COVID-19 bur docs nor
get sick."
There is also still SHIELD resting available on campus.
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MASK REQUIRED!
BRING YOUR PANTHER CARD!
ONE PERSON TO A SEAT PLEASE
QUESTIONS? CALL 217-581-6223

Corryn Brock can be reached at 581 ·

2812 or at cebrock@eiu.edu.
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Chauvin's trial
shollld be focused
on hi~ actions, not
the actions of Floyd
George Floyd is not the one on
trial.
Despite what you may h~ar in
comme nt sections, th e trial going on in Minneapolis is for Derek C hauvin who has been charged
with second-degree unintentional
murder, third-degree murder and
second-degree manslaughter.
Chauvin is accused of causing Floyd 's death on May 25 ,
2020 when Chauvin held his knee
against Floyd's neck for nine and a
half minutes.
There are many sides being argued in Floyd's death, so many that
seem to get lost amidst the heated debates surrounding this case.
However, regardless, of whether you believe Chauvin is guilty
or not guilty, whether you believe
Floyd was a good or bad person:
this trial is nor to persecute a man
who has nor been alive since May.
We at The Daily Eastern News
often sec remarks made about

3

Floyd's past and his faults, but it
is important to remember none of
that had anything to do with the
way Chauvin treated him.
To put it bluntly, Chauvin treated Floyd like he was nothing.
While we cannot say for sure until Chauvin's trial is over whether those actions resulted in Floyd's
death, we can say that in our eyes
Chauvin acted in a way that is inappropriate for someone who is
supposed to keep people safe.
At the end of the day, this trial
is for Chauvin and for his actions
to be looked at closely. It should
focus on the way he treated Floyd
and if that was the cause of Floyd's
death.
There is no need to bring up
Floyd's past. He was tried and
served time for the crimes he committed.
Floyd cannot come back to life
and defend himself so stop putting
a dead man on trial.

Derek Chauvin' s trial will
hopefully deliver justice
As we are approaching almost a
year since George Floyd's death, his
accused killer Derck Chauvin is on
trial.
Watching the trial footage is moving. I teared up hearing the witness
testimonies. I can't help but imagine what was going through Floyd's
head, and everyone who was there
at the rime. I think about how desperate people must have felt to help
this man but knowing they couldn't.
For nine minutes, these people had
to watch an innocent life being taken by the people we are supposed to
trust.
On May 25, 2020, George Floyd
was arrested by police in Minneapolis after being accused of paying for
a pack of cigarettes with a $20 counterfeit bill, according to the New
York Times. Instead of handling the
incredibly non-threatening situation
professionally, Chauvin held his knee
down on the back of Floyd's neck.
There has been talks of drugs being in Floyd's system at the time of
death, according to the autopsy done
by the Hennepin County medical
examiner. The medical examiner's

Gillian Eubanks
autopsy also suggested that underlying conditions were a pare of the
cause of death, according to the New
York Times.
However, what I believe is the private autopsy, paid for by the family and performed by the University
of Michigan. This autopsy suggested
that even if drugs were really in his
system, it wouldn't have mattered. It
also said that he was in good health,
not in bad health like the medical
examiner suggested. The private autopsy says that he died due to mechanical asphyxia, or pressure blocking an airway causing death due ro
lack of air.
Genevieve Hansen, a firefighter who witnessed the death, said in

her witness testimony that she cried
to intervene and check Floyd's pulse
multiple times but was denied by the
police.
Another witness was j ust nine
years old. She testified that the paramedics at the scene repeatedly asked
the officers to get off Floyd. No nineyear-old should ever have witnessed a
traumatic event like this.
Police Chief Medaria Arradondo
criticized Chauvin's actions, according to CNN. He testified, saying,
"Once Mr. Floyd had stopped resisting, and certainly once he was in
distress and trying to verbalize that,
that should have stopped."
C hauvin's trial will be going on
for the next four weeks, as reported
by NPR. Hopefully, by the end of it
we will have some sense of justice for
George Floyd. Unfortunately, this
doesn't bring him back and it also
doesn't provide justice to all the other Black people who have been killed
by police.

Gillian Eubanks is a junior health communication major. She can be reached
at 581-2812 or gdeubanks@eiu.edu.
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Panthers to play final game of season
By Adam Tumino
Editor-in-Chief I@adam_tumino
The spring season will come to an
end Sunday when the Eastern football team hosts No. 25 Austin Peay at
O'Brien Field.
For the Panthers, it will be their
third-straight game against a ranked
opponent to end the season. It is only
the third time in program history that
the Panthers will face a ranked team
in three-straight weeks and the first
time since 1992.
The Panthers lost to No. 12 Murray State two games ago and No. 13
Jacksonville State last week.
Austin Peay earned its No. 25 ranking by beating Jacksonville State and
Murray State in the last two games.
The Governors owe much of their
success this season to their offense.
They rank second in the OVC in
points per game, averaging 29. 7 behind redshirt-sophomore running
back Brian Snead, freshman quarterback Draylen Ellis and senior wide receiver DeAngelo Wilson.
In conference play this season,
Snead is averaging 108. 5 rushing
yards per game, the most in the conference by nearly 18 yards. He also
has 4 rushing touchdowns on the season.
Ellis has been one of the most productive quarterbacks in the OVC,
ranking second with 1,270 yards
through the air.
He also leads the conference with
14 passing touchdowns and has ran
for a pair of scores as well.
Ellis threw 6 touchdowns against
Spuiheast Missouri March 14 and followed that performance by throwing
for 4 touchdowns and a season-high
305 yards in the next game against
Tennessee-Martin.
On the other end of 37 of Ellis'
passes has been Wilson, the OVC' s
leading receiver.
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Eastern freshman linebacler Colin Bohanek forces a fumble from Jacksonville State quarterback Zion Webb in a game on April 3 at O'Brien Field. Bohanek
was tied for second on the team with 9 tackles in the game, which Eastern lost 44-23.

He also leads the OVC in receiving
yards with 562, 117 more than the
second-ranked player, and an average
of 112.4 yards per game.
For Eastern, senior quarterback
Harry Woodbery will enter the game
with several milestones in reach.
With just 10 yards, Woodbery can
move into 13th place in career passing

yards at Eastern and can get into the
top 10 with 183 yards.
He is coming off of his best game
of the season against Jacksonville
State, in which he threw for 220 yards
and a touchdown. He also ran for a
touchdown in the game.
A pair of Panther running backs
can also move up the conference lead-

. ATTENTION
FRESHMAN,
SOPHOMORES,
JUNIORS, AND
GR-ADUATING
SENIORS:

erboards this weekend.
Freshman Jordan Smith and sophomore Jaelin Benefield rank ninth and
10th in the OVC in rushing yards
with 278 and 258 yards respectively. .
The game will also be a chance for
sophomore linebacker Jason Johnson
to pad his conference lead in tackles
this season.

He has 66 total tackles, the most
in the OVC by a margin of 12. This
also puts him eight in all of the FCS
in tackles this season.
The game is scheduled to kick oi
at 1 p.m.
Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu

/

IT'S WARBLER
TIME!
A limited number of yearbooks are available for
free to graduates in undergraduate programs,
so make sure you reserve your copy of
EIU's award-winning yearbook,
"The Warbler," TODAY!
If you are graduating, and want to be
guaranteed a yearbook, you must order one!
YEARBOOKS ARE $20.
TO ORDER, VISIT:
htt ps:/ /commerce .ca sh net.com /e iu sp u b

